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Al Jazeera

Police chief killed in Afghan suicide attack

4/15/2011

Khan Mohammad Mujahid, the police chief of Kandahar in southern Afghanistan, has been
killed in a suicide attack at the police headquarters in the provincial capital, officials confirm.

The interior ministry confirmed to Al Jazeera that at least two other senior police officers
were killed in the attack, one of them an anti-terrorism officer.

A suicide bomber penetrated the defences of the headquarters in Kandahar city, a spokesman for
the provincial governor said.

"Initial information shows that the police chief and two other policemen were killed inside his
office," said Zalmay Ayoubi, the spokesman.

"The suicide attacker had strapped explosives to his body," Shir Shah, the province's deputy
police chief, said.

"He detonated himself at the gate of Kandahar police headquarters. Police chief Khan
Mohammad Mujahid has been martyred, [and] two policemen have been injured."

Khan Mohammad Mujahid was one of the most prominent government targets in one of
Afghanistan's most dangerous provinces. He had survived two previous attacks, one on his home
and one on his motorcade as it travelled through the city.
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Southern Kandahar is the spiritual heartland of the Taliban, and has seen heavy fighting over the
last year as the US-led coalition had launched an offensive in the area to try to reclaim the city
and farmland that surrounds it.

The killing is the latest in a string of attacks on the 120,000-strong Afghan police force, which is
due to take over security responsibilities as coalition troops prepare for a scheduled withdrawal
in 2014.

Last month, six Afghan security personnel were killed as Taliban gunmen detonated a bomb
hidden in an ambulance near a police centre near Kandahar.

In February, 19 people, including 15 police personnel and an intelligence agent, were killed in an
attack on a police office.
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